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The Centre for Enterprise 
Development (CED) recently 
hosted an international 
business expert who 
conducted a number of 
seminars with small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) 
from different industries to 
build skills and strengthen 
capacity at management 
level.

Oliver Loretan, Director 
for Global Research at 
the Bank Credit Suisse in 
Switzerland, spent ten days 
in Namibia as a guest of the 
CED, presenting a number of 
seminars to SME owners. His 
visit to Namibia stems from 
an agreement between the 
Poly and the B360 Education 
Partnership.

The seminars focused 

on reviewing and improving 
business plans as well as 
practical project management. 
“Business owners had the 
opportunity to learn and 
use a simple framework to 
understand and improve the 
business model that drives 
their businesses, while 
critically challenging their 
current business strategies to 
enable them to create value for 
customers and ultimately their 
business,” Cynthia Kaimu, CED 
Projects Officer, explained.

She said the seminars were 
very well attended, with a total 
of 23 SME owners from different 
economic sectors participating 
in sessions which challenged 
them to rethink their current 
business practices.

CED guest builds skills at management level

Second Poly student interns in SwitzerlandElise Uusiku, a fourth-year 
Economics student, has 
been selected to complete 
an internship programme 
at Deloitte Consulting AG 
in Switzerland.

She is the second Poly 

environment. I hope that this 
will be a wonderful learning 
experience for me. I intend 
to be a good ambassador 
for both the Poly and 
Namibia during my time in 
Switzerland,” Uusiku said.

Since the programme was 
initiated by a Swiss Bank, 
Credit Suisse, opportunities for 
Poly students have increased, 
and students now have the 
opportunity to apply for 
internships at several other 
Swiss companies such as Credit 
Suisse, COOP Zentrallabor, 
Swiss Quality Testing Services 
(SQTS) and Deloitte Consulting 
AG, the most recent company 
on board. 

Uusika returns home in 
September.

Elizabeth Nashidengo

The second of the two 
seminars focused on project 
management. SME owners who 
attended were taken through 
the essential elements of 
practical project management. 
“Through discussions and 

practical exercises, important 
components such as project 
deliverables, budget, project 
plan, resources and the 
importance of communication 
were emphasised,” Kaimu said.

“The seminars were a 

student to benefit from an 
internship opportunity at the 
Swiss company.

The opportunity was made 

possible through the B360 
Education Partnership with 
the Poly which was signed in 
August 2009. The Partnership 

contributes to capacity 
building efforts in higher 
education in Namibia by 
establishing knowledge-
sharing partnerships between 
the Poly and companies and 
institutions in Switzerland. 

“I am very happy and excited 
about this opportunity,” Uusiku 
said prior to her departure for 
Switzerland. She said that 
the internship represented 
an amazing opportunity as 
she would have the chance 
to travel to a foreign country 
and explore the way of life and 
culture there. 

“I will also get the chance to 
work in a highly professional 

success as they were well 
attended by SME business 
owners who wanted to 
develop their own capacities 
and also improve their 
businesses, and this is part of 
the reason why one engages 
in knowledge sharing and 
transfer,” Loretan added.

Oliver Loretan (centre, back) and CED Projects Officer, Cynthia Kaimu (fourth from right) with a group of seminar participants.

Internationally renowned 
academic and technology 
entrepreneur, Dr Martin 
Hinoul, recently shared 
some of his expertise with 
influential internal and 
external stakeholders of 
the Poly as part of the 
institution’s transformation 
to the Namibia University of 
Science and Technology.

Dr Hinoul currently serves 
as the Business Development 
Manager for the ‘Knowledge 
Economy Region of 
Leuven’ and is based at the 
headquarters of KULeuven 
Research and Development 
(LRD) in Belgium.

During his visit to Namibia, 
Dr Hinoul met key sections of 
the Poly’s leadership, including 
Deans, Centre Heads and the 
Poly student community, as 
well as the City of Windhoek 
and chief executive officers in 
the Namibian economy, whom 
he addressed on a range of 
topics, including, ‘Overcoming 
Key Challenges in Developing 
Nations,’ ‘The Role of the 
University as an Engine for 
Economic Development and 
Innovation,’ and ‘Building a 
University of the Future.’ 

Bridging the gap between
industry and research

During his discussions, 
Dr Hinoul emphasised that 
innovation is changing in a more 
interconnected world and that 
this kind of innovation requires 
a “triple helix approach” which 
can be described as the complex 
dynamics between three actors, 
namely, the Government, 
industry and knowledge centres.

The distinguished visitor said 
the triple helix dynamics are 
based on knowledge creation, 
knowledge diffusion and 
knowledge.

 “My visit to the Poly and 
Namibia has been very fruitful. 
I am very surprised and 
pleased by the high level of 
quality which the Poly strives 
for in all its operations and the 
invaluable contribution it is 
making to Namibian society,” 
Dr Hinoul said.

He added that the Poly’s 
transformation to a fully 
fledged university is a key 
stepping stone towards 
Namibia’s goal of becoming 
internationally competitive.

Elise Uusiku pictured in front of the Deloitte offices in Zurich.

Elizabeth Nashidengo has been appointed as Liaison 
Officer of the Namibian German Centre for Logistics 
(NGCL). Nashidengo has worked 
for the Poly before this new 
appointment and is therefore 
ideally suited to be the liaison 
between NGCL and the Poly.

She will assist in the smooth 
running and organisation of classes, 
workshops and examinations while 
also providing assistance to students 
to find internship opportunities in the 
field of Logistics.

Liaison Officer appointed
Dr Martin Hinoul and Poly Rector, Prof Tjama Tjivikua.


