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Because serving is the foundation of our success, the Planning & International Relations Department would like to take this 
opportunity to say “THANK YOU” for your support in 2013. 

Season’s greetings and 
best wishes for 2014!
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The Polytechnic of Namibia recently 
welcomed Prof James Juvik, a Fulbright 
Scholar, to the Department of Nature 
Conservation in the School of Natural 
Resources and Tourism. Prof Juvik 
hails from the University of Hawai’i at 
Hilo, USA where he teaches courses 
in Physical Geography including 
biogeography, climatology, and field 
research methods in the Department of 
Geography & Environmental Studies.
Prof Juvik’s research background is 
in climatology and hydrology, and 
island biogeography including wildlife 
conservation and endangered species 
recovery.

During the one year term of his 
Fulbright Scholarship at the Polytechnic, 
Prof Juvik will be assisting Honour’s 
students in conservation in conducting 
research on endemic Namibian 
reptile and amphibian species in the 
southern part of Namibia.  He notes 
that there are almost 40 species of 
frogs, snakes, lizards and turtles that 
occur only in Namibia and thus form 
an irreplaceable part of Namibia’s 
national biodiversity.  “Little is known 
about most of these species and their 
conservation status is uncertain”, he 
said.

Prof Juvik will continue to examine 
the role of fog in the Namib Desert 
ecosystem. He will also be contributing 
to the Department of Nature 
Conservation by teaching classes in 
conservation biology, field methods, 
and leading field excursions to build 
research capacity in students.

Prof Juvik is no stranger to Africa 
and Namibia. He spent 1970-71 
as a young graduate student at the 
University of East Africa in Tanzania 
and has returned over the decades 
for research work in Madagascar, 
Cape Verde and Namibia where in 
2006 he linked up with conservation 
scientists at the Polytechnic. His 
research foci include the role of fog 
in coastal desert and tropical highland 
ecosystems. His passion for studying 
and conserving endangered tortoise 
species is what brought him back to 
Namibia. As he explains, “There are 
40 species of tortoises in the world 
and 12 are in Namibia and South 
Africa, which makes this the hotspot for 
tortoises. Tortoises are one of the most 
threatened animal groups in the world 
with more than half of the surviving 
species in danger of extinction from 
habitat loss, climate change and most 

critically human consumption for both 
food and the endangered wildlife pet 
trade.”  

With respect to his 2006 visit to 
Namibia, he was involved in several 
research activities including setting 
up fog gauges in the Namib Desert 
and investigating tortoises in the 
south near the Orange River. It was 
around that time that a new tortoise, 
the Nama padloper, which only exists 
in Namibia, was discovered. It was 
the discovery of this tortoise and the 
overall local biodiversity of tortoises, 
some living in the fog shrouded Namib 
Desert, which prompted Prof Juvik’s 
return to the Land of the Brave.

With 40 years of experience in 
academia and field research in places 
as diverse as Madagascar, Pacific 
Islands, and Australia, Prof Juvik will 
no doubt add value to the Polytechnic.

Nature Conservation 
welcomes Fulbright Scholar  

 
Prof James Juvik

Intern in Switzerland 
updates the International office
Michael Lifasi, fourth year student studying towards a degree in Environmental 
Health, has sent an update on his stay thus far in Switzerland. Lifasi, who is 
doing his internship at Swiss Quality Testing Services (SQTS), in Courtepin under 
flagship of B360 Education Partnership, will return to Namibia in November 
2013. “Thus far I am enjoying working at Swiss Quality Testing Services. I 
have the opportunity to work with experts and it is a good experience for me 
because I get an answer to every question. I have acquired a lot of knowledge, 
which I did not have before and I hope that I will be able to implement this 
knowledge in my country and share it with others, he said. “My first observation in the workplace was that 
industries are willing to train the future generation; this was what impressed me about SQTS and it gives me 
courage to learn everything there was to learn in my profession”. “This internship means a lot as there is so much 
to enjoy. I travel almost every weekend and it is fascinating to see how friendly people treat strangers in their 
countries”, he said. On his return home, Lifasi will bring back loads of experience he gained during his internship.

Mr Michael Lifasi, 4th year food 
safety student studying towards 

Bachelors in Environmental Health
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PIR Host Cultural Exchange Luncheon
The Department of Planning and International Relations held a cultural exchange event recently.  The aim of this event 
was to expose both the Polytechnic community and the exchange students to various cultural practices, and to provide a 
networking opportunity. The exchange students from Germany held a presentation about Germany, its cultures and the 
different universities in their country.

While thanking the international students at the occasion, Coordinator of International Relations at the PON, Theodora 
Nandjaa-Mweuta said acknowledging, embracing and understanding the cultures of others makes human relations easy. 
Institutions of Higher Education, she said should embrace and promote cross–cultural activities in order to succeed in their 
efforts to mould global citizens.

“Today, it is no longer the about survival of the fittest but the survival of those internationally & culturally exposed”, she said. 
 There were cultural dishes prepared by the exchange students and some local dishes from the side of the department.

“culturally exposed”
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The Polytechnic continuously strives 
to expose its students to international 
trends, thanks to the generosity of 
the B360 Educational Partnership. 

Recently,  Elise Uusiku, a fourth year 
Polytechnic student studying towards 
a Bachelor Degree in Economics,  
recently returned from Switzerland. 

Uusiku worked at the Deloitte 
Consulting AG in the Consulting 
department under the Financial 
Service Operations, a sub 
competency of Strategic and 
Operations team that deals with 
financial services within the banking 
industry. 

“I left Namibia for an exciting 
journey to Zürich, Switzerland, 
where I participated in a three-
month summer internship programme 
with master’s students from various 
universities across Switzerland at 
Deloitte Consulting AG, she narrates 
her story to PIR NEWS.

“At Deloitte, I mainly gathered 
information for project proposals 
and also prepared workflow 
processes for client meetings. I 
created a database that summarised 
all the projects that the teams have 
worked on and I was tasked to 
update contact details for different 
companies within Switzerland, using 
a tool called SMARTNET”.

She said the SMARTNET system 
contains all the information of several 
companies and their relationship 
status with Deloitte. 

She was also excited that she worked 
on “Project Amber” at one of the top 
Swiss private banks together with a 
Forensic team. 

“Working in consulting taught me, 
to step out of my comfort zone 
and approach people. This was 
challenging, but fun, she narrates. 
Adding that, she was saved by 
the fact that Deloitte had a buddy 
system intact and was assigned a 
buddy who was very helpful.

She reckons she might have given 
her buddy some grey hair but 
they remained best buddies with a 
relationship stretching beyond office 
boundaries.

On what she has learned during 
her internship she boasted, “I have 
developed strong interpersonal, 
communication and computer skills 
and got an insight of the Swiss 
banking industry”.

She was grateful to her host 
family whom she said “contributed 
tremendously to her learning 
experience. 

“They were and are still my family. 
I felt so comfortable. There was no 
point in missing home.  They have 
taken me to different parts of 
Switzerland”. 

Her overall experience she said was 
an eye opener and self-enriching.

Concluding that “I was able to put all 
the theoretical knowledge from class 
into practice. This was the best three 
months of my life that I will cherish 
throughout life and I wish every 
student could get this opportunity.”

Exchange student 
narrates her experience in 
Switzerland 

 

 “I was able to put 
all the theoretical 
knowledge from class 
into practice. This was 
the best three months 
of my life that I will 
cherish throughout 
life and I wish every 
student could get this 
opportunity.”






Ms Elise Uusiku (middle), Polytechnic Intern 
pictured together with Ms Sandra Weidmann 

(left) B360 Education Partnerships

“The best three months of my life – Elise Uusiku
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The Department of Economics hosted 
an international expert in the field 
of economics, specifically banking 
and finance, from Switzerland. 
Mr Stefan Ehrat who works as 
a Director of Private Banking 
Department of Credit Suisse Bank 
in Switzerland recently came to 
the Polytechnic of Namibia under 
the B360 Educational Partnership 
programme.

According to Mr Eden Shipanga, 
the Economics lecturer who hosted 
Mr Ehrat, during  the two weeks 
Ehrat spent at the Polytechnic, he 
conducted various lectures to third 
year (full and part time) economics 
students. 

His presentation focussed on the 
following topics:
• Financial market, modern 

portfolio theory and risks 
associated with investment

• Developments around investor 
protection, behavioural finance 
and comparing banking in 
Switzerland and Namibia.

“In addition to these topics four 
case studies were conducted with 
the students as part of student 
participation during the lessons”, 
a satisfied Shipanga said. Adding 
that  before Mr Ehrat left,   students 
wrote a test in which the results was  
promising as most of the students 
scored above average with 13% 
of the group scoring more than 
85%.

“PON students have shown much 
interest and have attended these 
sessions eagerly and participation 
in classes was amazing”, Shipanga 
revealed.

Meanwhile, Mr Ehrat conducted 
a public lecture under the theme; 
“Global Trends and Challenges 
in Private Banking and Wealth 
Creation”. The public lecture 
attracted various participants 
especially from the banking 
institutions of Namibia. 

“The attendance was excellent and 
constructive discussions prevailed”, 
an exited Shipanga noted.

Shipanga who seemingly was 
impressed with the role PIR played 
in facilitating Mr Ehrat’s visit said  
“I appreciate and give gratitude to 
all parties involved in making Mr 
Ehrat’s coming to the Polytechnic of 
Namibia a reality”.
 
The B360 program allows experts 
in various disciplines to come 
share their experience and do a 
knowledge transfer to our scholars 
in the different courses offered by 
the Polytechnic of Namibia.

Steven Ehrat teaches 
economics at the 
Polytechnic 

Dioné supports 
Donate-a-Book Project
“Literature is a textually transmitted disease, normally contracted in childhood” – Jane 
Yolen

Ms Dioné Izaks, International Relations Officer in the Planning and 
International Relations Department once again donated her old books to 
the Polytechnic Library. This time she challenged family and friends to 
support her in this initiative. The recipient of this year’s book donations 
will be the Mariental Community Library.  Izaks is of the opinion that it 
is the responsibility of individuals and society at large to actively engage 
themselves in community projects, no matter how small.

Narrating how she turned into a bookworm, Izaks said “she  never used to like reading, but her mom is the person 
who encouraged her and her siblings to read.  Dione who confirm that she reads many books per year said  “I  feel 
obliged to donate books to the Polytechnic Library campaign, since reading plays such a pivotal role in education. 
What purpose does a book serve me, if it gathers dust on my shelf?” 

Ms Dioné Izaks, International 
Relations Officer and Mr Heikkie 
Kalenga, Subject Librarian, PoN 
receiving books from Ms Izaks, 

which will be donated to the 
Mariental Community Library.
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Goodbye, Taimi
All the best in 
all your future 
endeavours!

Taimi,
always positive...
you leave behind the scent of Achievement

always smiling...
you leave behind the aroma of Gratitute

always full of energy...
you leave behind the sweet taste of Success




